Community Foundation for Ireland - Small Grants Scheme

This grant scheme provides funding to projects that have a particular focus on carers, older people, people living in institutions, sexual and ethnic minorities, and families at risk. 

Exclusions

· Non-charitable activities 

· Sponsorship and fundraising events 

· Capital projects (including building, refurbishment and equipment costs) 

· Core or ongoing costs (including salaries) 

· Work that has already taken place 

· Individuals 

· Overseas Travel 

· Promotion of religious causes 

· Statutory organisations or a direct replacement of statutory funding 

· Sports without an identifiable charitable element 

· Animal charities / work which only benefits animals 

· Medical research, equipment or treatment 

· Political activities 

The Community Foundation will favour projects leading to the social inclusion of people and communities who are excluded by reason of geography, age, disability, family circumstances, poverty, gender or race.
Grant Aid will normally be in the range of €1,000 to €1,500. In some instances grant aid may cover larger amounts to the value of €5,000

The Small Grants Scheme will have a particular focus on:

Carers: support for carers including actions such as the development of social networks, local respite initiatives.

Older People 
a) For outreach schemes which assist older people to join social groups and networks in their community. This is a pilot scheme whereby grants will be a maximum of euro 2,000. The foundation will require grantees to share learning of the strategies employed. Such information will be disseminated as best practice to other groups

b) For projects promoting social contact for older isolated men

c) For groups who are working with older people through visitation/ phone services and with older people who are in hospitals/ nursing homes for long periods.

Families at Risk - Pilot Grants Scheme: aimed at very vulnerable children, this scheme is for projects which provide supports allowing children at particular risk to participate in social and educational activities within their community. Applicants must be able to demonstrate that children are at particular risk. Indicators include substance misuse issues in the family setting, if they are in receipt of social work services, or in consistent poverty.

Sexual Minorities: supports for sexual minorities, especially outreach projects to LGBT ethnic minorities and those in rural areas.

Ethnic Minorities: assisting the building of networks and structures for ethnic minorities, with a particular emphasis on Integration.

Mental Health and Integration: community integration and supports for people who have had recent mental health difficulties.

The focus of the Small Grants scheme
· Support areas of work that are not currently well supported by the State. 

· target areas of work where a small grant can create a new opportunity or obvious additionality 

· be relevant to urban and rural areas. 

General Criteria for Assessment
· Applications must be from community and voluntary groups that possess charitable aims and are not for profit. 

· A commitment to equal opportunities must be demonstrated. 

· A willingness to share learning with others. 

· Service users must be involved in the design, planning and delivery of the project. 

· For larger grants the piece of work must be sustainable beyond a three-year period or the project must be completed within this time. 

· Commitment to working in partnership with other organisations must be demonstrated. 

· Proposals must include clear, detailed, realistic costings and timescales. 

How to Apply

Applications should be made using The Community Foundation for Ireland Application Form.

Read the full guidelines.

Grants are considered by an independent Grants Advisory Board and recommendations agreed at quarterly Board meetings. All applicants will be informed of the outcome of their application within 6 weeks of the relevant Closing date.

The Foundation is keen to give active support to organisations where possible, and welcomes invitations to attend open days and AGMs. Instead of, or in addition to a grant, the Foundation may offer the support of it's Board, Commitees & Staff to provide expertise and assistance

Important Dates – Closing date July 30 2009

Contact details

Helen Beatty
Grants Officer
Community Foundation for Ireland
32 Lower O'Connell Street
Dublin 1
Republic of Ireland 

t: 01 8747354
f: 01 8747637
e: info@foundation.ie
w: www.communityfoundation.ie
